Academic Vocabulary

Activities for practicing at Home
What?
Academic vocabulary words are the, “Power
Verbs” that students must understand to
perform well academically and in real life.
How?
Practicing vocabulary online, orally in
conversations, and in written form daily will help
students to master the necessary words needed to
build comprehension. It can take up to 17 times.
Check out the links and ﬂashcards this week to help
your student practice at home!

Why? Why is Academic Vocabulary development so important...
●

●

●

●

●

Improves reading comprehension- Research has shown that kids
need to understand 98% of the words they read to understand what
they are reading. Improving vocabulary skills will improve their
understanding of novels and textbooks.
Important to Language Development- Children who develop a rich
vocabulary tend to be deeper thinkers, express themselves better
and read more. Improving language and literacy skills early in life
will help them be more successful academically and
communicatively.
Communicating Ideas- Successful communication or "saying what
you mean” is dependent upon a good vocabulary base. Using the
right words when talking, makes you a more effective
communicator.
Expressing yourself in writing- Having a good vocabulary to draw
from can help you write more effectively. Students need to use a
more formal tone when writing, not conversational language and to
do that, they need a richer vocabulary to tap into those words that
we don’t use when we speak.
Occupational Success- Researcher Johnson O’Connor found that
“a person’s vocabulary level is the best single predictor of
occupational success.” Success in the business place depends on
your communication skills. -|ClnferCabulary,DeenaSeifert:
https://infercabulary.com/top-5-reasons-why-vocabulary-matters/

Interactive Vocabulary Activities to do at Home:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

https://visuwords.com
https://www.spellingcity.com
https://www.vocabulary.com
http://www.eslgamesworld.com
https://www.vocabulary.co.il
https://www.ﬂocabulary.com/vocabulary-mini-games/
https://pbskids.org/games/vocabulary/
https://www.ﬂuentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-vocabulary-games/
https://busyteacher.org/13612-7-best-games-for-vocabulary-class.html
https://playknoword.com

Academic Vocabulary review Flashcards Flashcard games:

print and enjoy! Depending on the reading level of your child they may need help

reading the words and playing the games but the more they play the better their vocabulary. HAVE FUN!
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Memory- lay all the cards face down and a player turns over 2 cards. If they’re a match (definition
matches word) then the player gets to go again. If they’re not a match then it becomes the next player’s
turn. Play until all matches have been made.
Word of The Day -Put learned flashcards into a hat and allow student to choose one from the hat each
HOME-school day.
“If you think you know the word shout it out!” - sung to the tune of, “If you’re happy and you know
it…” sing the song and spell out a word and ask your child to tell you what the word spells. If they’re able
to, ask them to tell you the definition or use the word in a complete sentence. Example: If you think you
know the word shout it out, “r-e-c-a-l-l” and your child will respond with, “recall!”
Hide n’ Seek - Have someone go out of the room and hide flashcards in various locations in your home.
Have your child come back into the room and look for the cards. As the words are found ask your child to
read the word to you. Discuss with them what the word means and to try to tell you a complete sentence
using that word.
Write and Draw- Ask your child to pull a word from a hat or other container. Using paper and pencil or
any writing tools, have your child write the word, write a sentence to explain the word, and then draw a
picture that represents that word.

Recall
Compare
Contrast

(Noun) : the act of remembering
//I have little recall of being 3 years old.
(Verb) : to cause to return; call back

//The lawyer recalled the witness to the stand.

: To identify similarities
//She compared the apples to oranges.
(verb):to show differences when compared; be different; show the
opposite of // Compare and Contrast the characters in the tests.
(Noun) : degree of difference between the lightest and darkest
parts of a picture in print, photographs, or digital screens.
//The contrast on that painting is brilliant!

Explain
Summarize

Analyze

: TO MAKE KNOWN

//PLEASE EXPLAIN THE SECRET OF YOUR SUCCESS.

: to tell or reduce to a short statement of the main points.

//I summarized the article for my teacher.

: to study or examine something carefully to ﬁnd out
what it is, what it is about, or what makes it work.
//The bacteria were analyzed under a powerful mlcroscope.

Identify
Demonstrate

Describe

: To recognize something and
understand what it is

//The winning students were identiﬁed.

: to show clearly; to prove and make clear
//He demonstrates a willingness to change.

: to tell or report details about something either
out loud or in writing.

//Describe your favorite family tradition.

Argue

//The Senator argued in favor of lower taxes.

Predict

(Verb) : to say something that will or
might happen in the future; to forecast
//The meteorologist predicted the rainy
weather today.

Word:

___________________

(Verb) : to give reasons for or against
something

Definition:
___________________________
_________________________
___________________________
_________________________

Picture:

